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India-Japan Partnership in a New Asian Era:
Strategic Orientation of India-Japan Global Partnership

H.E. Mr. Junichiro Koizumi, the Prime Minister of Japan, is curreritly
paying an official visit to India from April 28 to 30, 2005, at the invitation of
H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of the Republic of India. The two
leaders held in-depth discussions on April 29, during which they covered the
entire gamut of bilateral relations as well as regional and international issues of
mutual interest. The discussions focussed in particular on adding greater
substance to bilateral relations and on measures to further deecpen the India-
Japan Global Partnership, taking into account the steady development in
bilateral relations and the far-reaching changes in the international situation, in
particular the new surge of change taking place in Asia.

2. The two leaders recalled that their meeting was taking place in the fifth
anniversary year of “India-Japan Global Partnership”. Observing that spiritual
affinities, enduring cultural contacts, shared commitment to the ideals of
democracy, tolerance, pluralism and open society, and a high degree of
commonality of political, economic and strategic interests provided a strong
basis for a long-term partnership, the two leaders noted the increasing salience

of the India-Japan Global Partnership and decided to strengthen it through an
Eight-fold Initiative.

The New Asian Era

3. The two leaders recognize that the*current international situation,
characterised by inter-dependence and the advent of globalisation, offers fresh
opportunities to- both India and Japan for enhanced engagement for mutual
benefit. In this context, they expressed happiness at the rapid transformation
taking place in Asia and their confidence in the bright future that lies ahead. A
new surge of change, creativity and vitality is transforming Asia, aided by the
strengthening of economic linkages, that include bilateral and regional
arrangements, initiatives for greater regional integration as well as multilateral
trade liberalization. Asia is now truly emerging as the leading growth centre of
the global economy and exerting an ever-greater influence in the global affairs.

4. The two leaders are deeply aware that these developments will shape the
future contours of Asian economies and politics. They also share the

recognition that peace, stability and development in Asia is indispensable for
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